
For my Grandchildren 

Oct. 1st, 1932 

You wish to know something of your great grandfather Nicholas Sparks. (great, great). I will write down 

for you what I have heard from his daughters, your (great) grandmother Mrs. J. D. Slater and her sister 

Aunt May, Mrs. Alonzo Wright. 

 

His family lived at Ballylusk, a small village in Wexford County, Ireland. The nearest market town is 

Gorey. He was born there in 1781. (1791) His father's name was George. He was a farmer. There was no 

chance for a boy having any ambition to get on. The only education he got was at the village school. I 

have heard remarks made about Mr. Sparks by people who were pleased to belittle him, such as he 

could not write. Abraham Sparks, now living, a nephew of his, tells me that his father could both read 

and write and he is sure Mr. Sparks had the same chance to learn. 

 

He was a most intelligent man, wonderfully quick at figures; he could calculate in his head the quantities 

in a raft of lumber and the price he should get for it. He spoke correct English, he had no brogue; in fact 

in Wexford pure English is the rule. Aunt Mary said to me "My father spoke as good English as I do." 

 

He came to Canada in 1816. He was then 25 years old. (1791) He was induced by some person he met in 

Quebec to come to Hull, which was then a newly opened up country. Mr. Wright visited this district in 

1796 and in 1798, obtained a grant of a large tract of land and in 1800 brought from Woburn, Mass 25 

men, 5 of whom had families. Under the able direction of Mr. Wright this little colony grew and 

prospered. On arriving here Mr. Sparks engaged to work for Squire Wright as he was called. It was 

necessary then as it is now to work for someone in a new country, to learn the conditions and look 

about a place to settle. 

 

There has been a most untrue account, which has been repeatedly in the newspapers to the effect that 

Mr. Sparks was obliged to take his Ottawa property from Mr. Wright as part payment of wages, and that 

a pair of oxen were thrown in. All the wages he ever earned from Mr. Wright in the five years he worked 

for him would not have been enough to pay for it. 

 

The farm consisted of 200 acres of land. He bought it from John Burroughs (sic) Honey (Burrowes) on 

September 25th, 1821 for £96 (£95). He paid for it in gold. Both Mrs. Slater and Mrs. Wright told me he 

brought gold from Ireland with him, that he carried it in a belt which they had seen. Abe Sparks tells me 

that his father told him that as times were very bad in Ireland, Nicholas's father gave him all the money 

he could spare to enable him to come to Canada and make a fair start. He was quickly followed by other 

members of his family who all prospered and made comfortable homes for themselves. 

 

He was 30 years old when he bought the farm; he first lived in a log house at the corner of Bay and 

Sparks Streets. A few years later he built a stone house in the middle of the block between Bay and 

Lyon. It fronted toward Wellington Street, had a fine lawn with trees and a flower garden. Behind it ran 



Sparks Street; across the road were the out-buildings, all of stone except the big barn. 

 

Mrs. Sparks like Mr. Wright conducted almost every line of business; he was a lumberman, he took his 

rafts of square timber to Quebec where he sold them. He had a lumber mill and a grist mill above little 

Chaudiere where he built a wing dam that ran from the little Chaudiere falls to the head of the rapids to 

increase the water power. Beside the Ottawa farm he had one at Torbolton. He bought Bayswater to 

pasture a number of horses that were brought down unexpectedly from the shanties. All the supplies 

necessary to outfit the small army of people he employed and also for his own family were brought up 

from Quebec. He had his own carpenters, blacksmiths tent-makers, etc. 

 

Mr. Sparks married Sarah Olmstead, the widow of Philemon Wright, Squire Wright's eldest son. She was 

born in 1880 (more like 1890) she married Philemon Wright in 1808. They were marred by Rev. Richard 

Bradford of Chatham and had eight children by him. He was killed accidentally in 1819. (1821 according 

to "Hurling Down the Pine.") Her experience from then till she married Mr. Sparks was a hard one for 

she and her children were wronged out of their inheritance and were given no assistance by the 

Wrights. Mr. Sparks brought her and her children to the beautiful home he had prepared for her. With 

the exception of Squire Wright's own house, it was the finest in the settlement. 

 

The first stone house built in Bytown was that of Col. By who came here in 1826. We do not know the 

exact date of Mr. Sparks marriage to Mrs. Wright, (1826) but Mary their first child was born in 1829. 

Esther in 1831, and Nicholas in 1834. (The church register says 1833; the tombstone says 1834.) 

 

Mr. Sparks was a tall finely built man. He was a warm and firm friend - "his word was as good as his 

bond". He was a devoted husband and as your grandfather well remembers, kind and affectionate to his 

children and grandchildren. He never concluded any business transaction without consulting his wife, 

having the greatest respect for her judgment. She was a mother to all the community, in days when 

there were few doctors and no hospitals, she cared for and nursed the ailing and sick. One old man, a 

harness maker named Hautze (?) could only walk a bit, so she sent him his meals three times a day from 

her own table. In those early days there were many lawless men in Bytown, mostly employed on the 

canal, and occasionally feeling between the Orange Men and the Roman Catholics, "Shiners", as they 

were called, ran very high. On one occasion a man took refuge under her roof. Such was the respect 

they had for her that they quietly dispersed and left the man in safety. She had a wonderful knowledge 

of herbs which she gathered and distilled. The poor and Indian women came to her and she always gave 

them medicine, help and advice. 

 

The rest of this letter is filed under Naomi Slater's file. It states that Nicholas has 2 brothers, George and 

Roger, and one sister Mrs. Hurd. 

 

 


